
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



875 June 9, 1899 

COLOMBIA. 

Bocas del Toro. — Acting Assistant Surgeon Mohr reports, May 27, as 
follows : 

I have the honor to submit report for the week ended Friday, May 
26, 1899. 

The following vessels have sailed from this for ports in the United 
States during the week: May 20, steamship Colombia, Berg, 17 crew, 
for Mobile, 1 passenger; steamship Utstein, Aarsvold, 15 crew, for 
Mobile, no passengers. May 21, steamship Iberia, Jacobsen, 14 crew, 
for Mobile, no passengers. May 24, steamship Yumuri, Boe, 16 crew, 
for Mobile, 2 passengers. May 25, steamship Baracoa, Wolden, 15 
crew, for Mobile, 1 passenger ; steamship Phoenix, Sewall, 17 crew, for 
New Orleans, 2 passengers. 

The health of Bocas and the surrounding country is exceptionally 
good. There has been a heavy rainfall during the past week, to which 
many, owing to the unremitting work of loading fruit, have been 
exposed, with apparently no ill effect. During such periods rum 
drinking is indulged in to a great extent by the laborers, and the won- 
der is that they keep in the good health they do. Two deaths have 
occurred during the week : One female, native, puerperal hemorrhage ; 
1 male, negro, chronic alcoholism. 

I have heard nothing further regarding the supposed case of yellow 
fever at Panama referred to in my last report. 

COSTA EICA. 

Port Limon. — Acting Assistant Surgeon Carson reports, May 22, as 
follows : 

I respectfully report herewith that the sanitary condition of Port 
Limon, and also the adjacent country, comprising the department of 
Limon, Costa Bica, remains very satisfactory. 

The Costa Bica Bailway Hospital, Limon, is without a patient, and 
the number in the Limon Charity Hospital, resulting from discharges, 
is reduced to 8 — 2 surgical and 6 medical cases. One of the medical 
cases above referred to has had many relapses of intermittent type of 
malarial fever, and, indeed, is the only case of fever under treatment. 
One death on the 21st instant, an old resident of Limon, as the result 
of cancer of stomach, is the only death since last report, dated the 19th 
instant. 

May 20 as follows : I report herewith that regular daily inspections 
of the Limon hospitals are most assuring, that no disease of a contagious 
or infectious type now exists, and that the town itself is in an equally 
satisfactory condition. 

There are no adverse reports from any point in the department of 
Limon, Costa Bica. 

There have been 2 deaths in the town since last report, dated the 23d 
instant, 1, an infant, the cause of death assigned to debility ; and the other 
a teamster, killed on the 24th instant while sleeping under an over- 
weighted stable loft. 

I inclose herewith the triplicate copy of the United States bill of 
health issued to Norwegian steamship Henry Bumois, bound for New 
Orleans, La., with cargo of fruit. 

May 27, as follows : I have the honor to report herewith that this 
port and town, and also the department of Limon, Costa Bica, Central 
America, are at this date free from contagious or infectious disease of 
any type. 
66 



June 9, 1899 876 

The local hospitals have their usual quota of chronic cases, physical 
degenerates, and with the exception of 1 death in the Limon Charity 
Hospital on the 25th instant from an attack of bilious remittent fever, 
and which was in nowise suspicious, no other deaths have occurred 
since last report. 

GUATEMALA. 

Livingston. — Acting Assistant Surgeon Vance reports, May 24, 1 death 
from whooping cough. 

NICARAGUA. 

Bluefields. — Acting Assistant Surgeon Goodman reports, May 26, as 
follows : There has been no material change in the health conditions of 
Bluefields and vicinity since my last weekly report. On April 18, I 
reported 1 case of variola. It was isolated and recovered. Another 
soldier contracted the disease, who is also now well, and thus has ended 
what I feared would be a serious prevalence of smallpox. Eighty ship 
laborers were vaccinated. Ninety per cent had vaccinia, showing their 
receptivity, and yet smallpox did not spread in a population of 3,000 
negroes and natives — a remarkable fact, even for a warm country. 

BRAZIL. 

Report of yellow fever in Bahia. 

Consulate of the United States, 

Bahia, Brazil, April 26, 1899. 

Sir : I beg leave to inform you that I to-day cabled you as follows : 
"Secretary of State, Washington. — Yellow — Furniss;" which, in ac- 
cordance with Department instructions, would mean that yellow fever 
is now epidemic in the city of Bahia. 

Yellow fever is more or less always present in Bahia as sporadic cases, 
but at present the daily number of new cases and deaths has increased 
to such an extent that it is now considered epidemic. 

The weather conditions are most favorable for its propagation. Each 
day has alternate showers and hot sunshine — just sufficient rain to stir 
up the dirt of the streets and not sufficient to wash it away. 

Added to this is the fact, that there is at present a greater number of 
nonimmunes here than has been the case for some time. This is due 
to the immigration here of vast numbers from the interior of the state, 
they having been forced to leave their homes on account of the drought. 
That the cases and death rate are great, is doubtless due to the impov- 
erished condition of the emigrants. Then, too, during the past year 
there have a number of Europeans come out as clerks to commercial 
houses, and of these the Germans seem to be particularly susceptible. 

At present the cases are confined to the city of Bahia and the smaller 
towns tributary thereto. The cases are well scattered, no part of the 
city being free from the disease. Besides those cases recognized as 
typical yellow fever, there are a number of cases with great mortality, 
the symptoms of which are so closely allied to those of yellow fever, in 
many cases lacking only the appearance of albumen in the urine, that 
it is impossible to give a positive diagnosis. These cases are recorded 
under malarial fevers though neither blood examinations nor post- 
mortems are made. 



